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An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr. Robert Conte on December 19, 2006. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 31 has been canceled. Claim 31 was incorporated into claim 41 and 
should have been canceled in the previous amendment. 

Claim 41 has been rewritten as follows: 
~ 41 . (new) Sensor for the measurement of tissue perfusion where a fluid or gaseous 
tracer is being supplied from a tracer source via a reservoir (4) to the tissue, the 
...perfusion of which is to be measured, and detected by a detection device via a 
detection cavity (5), comprising: 

a reservoir; 

a detection cavity; 

a first tracer permeable barrier arranged such that the supply of tracer from said 
reservoir to the surrounding tissue takes place via a spatially extended first area; 

a second tracer permeable barrier arranged such that a part of the tracer 
molecules leaving said reservoir arrive at said detection cavity via a spatially extended 
' second area; 

said reservoir and said detection cavity are separated by a third barrier; 
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the reservoir, the first and second tracer-permeable barriers, the third barrier, 
and the detection cavity are built together to form a longitudinal sensor; and 

a tracer impermeable panel or disc on one side of the longitudinal sensor, where 
the panel or disc has at least opposing large surfaces, 

wherein said reservoir, said detection cavity and said first second-permeable 
barriers, and third barrier are adapted to be located between a surface of a tracer- 
impermeable panel or disc and a surface of said tissue, with a surface of the panel or 
disc facing the tissue, such that a longitudinal axis of the sensor is substantially parallel 
with said large surface of the panel or disc, and further such that said spatially extended 
tracer-permeable barriers would be partly in contact with the surface of the skin or 
organ, and such that tracer can move from said reservoir into said skin or organ and 
from there into said detection cavity, or directly from said reservoir into said detection 
cavity; 

and said panel or disc on the side that faces surface of the tissue when in use is 
provided with a pattern of partially open channels which can be connected to a vacuum 
source. - 

This change was made to eliminate some redundancies and to positively recite 
the panel or disc, which forms the allowable subject matter. 
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The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: Claims 7, 9- 
11, 13-16, 30, and 32-40 are allowable define over the art in that none of the art has the 
mutually interspaced chambers. Claims 29 and 41 define over the art in that none of 
the art has the panel or disk with a plurality of channels, as claimed. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert L. Nasser whose telephone number is 571 272- 
4731 . The examiner can normally be reached on m-f 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Marmor II can be reached on 571 272-4730. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 4 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 



Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
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